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hat was the fourth day after my "Iron-
Tlady" bodhisattva (i.e. my mum) passed
on and migrated to the pure land. My 9
year-old nephew cried and said that after
the funeral on the next day, he would no
longer see Popo (grandmother) again. His
mother (my sister) consoled him and said
that though Popo was no longer with us, she
would always be in our heart. My nephew
nodded and added that Popo had taught him:
1) To do recycling,
2) Not to waste food,
3) To always believe in himself, do his

best and never give up.

RS 80

T10809030-P45-96-Q2.indd 80

I was surprised and amazed by how my

"Iron-lady" influenced the whole family; we
have not just become a Buddhist family, but
each of us has grown into a better person,
one way or another.

Within the same day, I had a small
conversation with my two young nephews at
their house after I saw two emptied bottles of
Yakult (BE2%%%) in the dustbin. I asked the
two boys over, pointed to the dustbin and
said:

Me: Did you guys drink Yakult just now?

My nephews: Yes.

Me: How come the empty bottles are in the

S
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dustbin?

My nephews: Huh? (They looked puzzled)

Me: What did Popo teach you guys?

My nephews: Oh yah! We need to throw
them into the recycling bins!

(They pulled out the aluminium tops and
straws, and then they threw them into the
dustbin. And the bottles were rinsed before
they were put in the recycling bag at home.)

Me: How should we remember Popo? We
should behave as she taught us in life and
not just talk about it without doing it.

After this incident, I was surprised by

my own speech but I believed it was the

continuous learning in DDM; the Buddha's
teaching is not all about Dharma, philosophy
and theory. The most important part is to
have continuous reflection about the Dharma
and keep using and practicing the Dharma in
our daily life.

In any case, my "Iron-lady" is also
considered my bodhisattva who has taught
me so many things in life and I have been
so fortunate to be her daughter. So long,
my "Iron-lady"! We shall meet in the pure
land in the future as promised, learning

Co

Buddhadharma together as classmates!
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